Tuesday, February 25, 2003
Exodus 25:1 - 27:21

God gave Moses a very detailed set of instructions for building the tabernacle and ark of the covenant. The construction of these items was so detailed and so important because they would symbolize God’s presence with the people. The tabernacle and ark would be constant reminders of the glory, power, and holiness of God.

The construction work and material came from the people. However, like our own gifts to God, these gifts were provided by His grace (remember when He commanded the people to ask the Egyptians for gifts?). Many of the Hebrews would have worked as craftsmen in Egypt, learning the skills to be used in the artistry and construction of the tabernacle and ark. Much of the linen used would be Egyptian, which was known as the finest linen in the world.

The veil to the entrance to the holy of holies was later adapted into the great temple in Jerusalem. The historian Josephus wrote that the veil then was four inches thick and that horses could not pull it apart. However, that veil separating the people from the presence of God was split apart at the death of Christ.  He was the final Sacrifice of atonement that opened the way to God for all people. He was also the Priest that presented the atonement to God.


Here is a synopsis of today’s reading: 25:1-9—contributions from the people and the command to build; 10-22—the ark and the mercy seat where God will meet with His people; 23-30—the table; 31-40—the lampstand (the “talent” of gold was somewhere between 58 and 80 pounds); 26:1-30—the tabernacle to surround the furnishings and the ark of the covenant; 1-30—how the tabernacle will be built ; 31-34—the veil and the holy of holies where the ark will be placed; 35—placement of the lampstand and table; 36-37—entrance to the tabernacle; 27:1-8—altar overlaid in bronze; 9-19—tabernacle courtyard (courtyard was about 150 ft x 75 ft—the actual tabernacle occupied only a small part of that area); 20-21—lamp to be filled with clear, smokeless oil.

Click here to see some views of the tabernacle as pictured by one artist and commentator.

